
Did you know? 
Berkshire currently has over 550
certified foster families across
New York State, many of whom
are Kinship Foster Parents. 

Our foster care team works with
children towards reunification
with their biological family as
quickly as possible. 

If reunification is not an option,
our team works tirelessly to
identify “Forever Families” for
these children; ideally, someone
the child already knows – their
Kin.

OUR MISSION:

To strengthen
children and

families so they
can live safely,
independently

and productively
within their home

communities INTERESTED IN LEARNING
MORE ABOUT BECOMING A
KINSHIP FOSTER PARENT?

Visit us at
Berkshirefarm.org/foster-care

Or call us at 1-844-275-7473

BERKSHIRE 
KINSHIP 

FOSTER CARE
 - Caring for someone you know -



“Steps to Become a Foster Parent”
“Top 10 Questions about being a foster
parent.”

How do I become a Kinship
Foster Parent?

At Berkshire Farm Center, Kinship foster
parents are certified and provided the same
supports as non-kin foster parents including:
financial assistance, clinical services, on-
going trainings and more.

Berkshire Farm Center provides free kinship
foster parent consultation and certification. 

If you’re interested in learning more please
give us a call at 1-844-275-7473 or visit us at
Berkshirefarm.org/foster.

From our website, you can download our free
resources including:   

Experience fewer school changes 
Have better behavioral and mental
health outcomes
Are more likely to report “feeling loved”
More likely to keep connections to
sibling groups, extended family, and
loved ones
Less likely to re-enter foster care after
returning to birth parents
Have more alike home community,
culture and identity
Reduced stigma around separation from
parents
Are more likely to achieve long term
permanency (nearly double the chances
for teens).

At Berkshire, we believe in a 
Kin-First philosophy. 

What this means is when a safe and caring
kinship foster parent exists, we try to
prioritize placing the child with them over
non-kinship foster families. 

Why? 
 

Because children in Kinship Foster
Care compared to children

in non-kin foster care: Berkshire's Kinship Program
partners with Counties across

New York State to provide
kinship certifications and
kinship supports while the

youth are in their care.

Remember: 

Even if you do not
ultimately become their
permanent placement,

you can still be an
invaluable resource in a

child’s life.

What is Kinship
Foster Care?
Kinship care is foster care with a
relative or anyone with a positive
prior relationship to the child (i.e.
a teacher, coach, neighborhood
parent), is a chance for youth in
foster care to keep ties to their
home community and culture. 


